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elo, my nameis
Shanel and I’ ll beyour tour
guide. We' regoing to take
ajourney throughtime.
Duringthisjourney, you'll
be ableto seewhat my
community waslikeand
how it has changed over
time.

My community iscalled
“TheHol€'. It obtainedits
name about 75 years ago.
Thereasonit'scalled”“ The
Hole” isbecausefor along
timetherewasonly 2ways
you could enter the
community, fromtheleft
andfromtheright. Togive
you abetter feel onwhat
I’mtrying to say, there
werehousesaong each
sideof the street. Sowhat
arenow street crosses
were homesinstead.

My family movedon S.
Saratogaabout 50 years
ago, way beforel was
born, but throughthe
stories!’ vebeentold there
aremany historica events
that have happenedinmy
community. I’ll tell you
about afew of them. For
instance, many yearsago,
beforemy time, Governor
John McKeithen cameinto
my community. Another

The Community That Made Me
By Shand Wilson
KedilaFamily Learning Center

historica event happened shewould giveyouthat
when, thefamous rapper, too.
Lil Waynefilmed hisfirst Therereally isn’t much
video“ TheBlock isHot” to do around here.
inthe houseright across Sometimeswe put our
thestreet at 1232 S. money together to havea
Saratoga. block party for the

Asyou may know, children, but that’sabout it.
therewasatremendous Therearen’'t many
stormthat crashedthecity . organizationsor busnesses

of New Orleanscalled
HurricaneKatrina. In 2005
it wiped everything away
and | meanjust what |
said. All thehouseswere
destroyed and therewas
water almost 7 feet tall.
Speaking of that, Katrina
was5 yearsago and my
community till hasn't
recovered. Thecity has
torndownamost all the
housesin my community
andthey haven'tfetthe
needtorebuildthem. In
fact, they won,t let anyone
buy theland to build homes
onthem.

| think they want to see
my community fal. Atlesst
wedtill haveapersoninthe
community we canlook up
to, Ms. Diane. God knows
weappreciate her! | mean
you could goto her for
anythinglikefood or
information. If youredly
needed aplaceto sleep,

activeinmy community.
Before K atrina, most of the
adultswerebornin Charity
Hospital, but now they
haveto goto University
Hospitd to havetheir
babiesbecause Charity is
closed. Evenif youwere
sick, youwould haveto go
to theemergency room at
University justtoseea
doctor.

Me, myself, | don’t play
aroleinthecommunity or |
guessyou could say | play
oneof thekids. | think if
weall worked harder on
activitiesfor our kidsto do,
our community wouldbea
better place. That brings
me back towhat | said
before; thecity doesn’t
want any housesbuiltinmy
community. Inabout 10
yearstheremay no longer
beacommunity. At
leastthere are 2 housesthat
have stood on the streets

of S. Saratogafor over
100years.1232 and 1234
S. Saratogaaretheoldest
housesontheblock. Itis
important to thecommunity
toknow that even Katrina
couldn’t tear them down.

Thetime hascometo
say goodbye. What you
havelearned today were
somethingsthat | didn’t
even know. Theimportant
thing to remember iswhen
you haveacommunity like
| have never takeit for
granted becauselikel told
you it might not bethere
much longer.

Assignment:

Kedila Family Learning
Center Scavenger Hunt -
The Communiy That
Made Me
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MLK Day

By Esther Alexis (AmeriCorpsMember)
Urban League Early Head Start Program

Thestudentsat the Urban L eague Early Head Start
celebrated the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday by creating
thissmply art piece of handprints. The piece speaksto
theredity of thisgeneration living out Dr. King'sDream
through awareness and the future of ablank canvass of
endlesspossibilities.

Thisartwork was created at the center by thechildrenin
theprogram. Along with theart project, coloring packets
for parents/studentsto compl ete together were sent home.

How | Fedl About Christmas

By KierraJasmine
Even Start Family Literacy

hrissmasismy favoriteholiday. You can get alot of
presents. My grandmother and my aunt both celebrate

Godls

By CharlesAndrews
New OrleansProviding Literacy for All Youth

negoal | needed
help achieving, waswhen
therewasacrook breaking
inhousesinthe
neighborhood.

Firstof dl itwasinthe
neighborhood and my
valueswasat risk. | had
thelatest and the greatest
things, and | didn’t want to
losethem. Theneighbor
downthestreet told
everyonethenewswhen
he came homefromwork
and hishouse had been
invaded. Everyonewason
aertandsowasl.

Second, it wasme and
my cousinsharingan
apartment so we both had
totaketurnslooking out
for thecrook. Heand |
both work, sowehad to
comeupwithaplan. Most
of thedays| work
throughout theweek, he
didalso. Sowehada
major problem on our
hands. Thesituationwas
serious becausewehad a
lot tolose and nothing to
gain, andwedidn’t want to
bethenext victim.

Next, so heand | both
sarted feding agitated

becausethingswasn't
going our way. By this
timethe crook had invaded
two additional houses, we
wasgetting moreand more
worried. Wedidn't have
enough money to buy
protection so we had to be
the protection. Wetried
every way to protect the
house twenty-four seven,
but it wasvery hard tofit
into our schedule. Soone
day | dept homebecausel
wasn't feelinggood. |
heard somenoisesasif |
had aboxing match going
on. Sol ranfastasl could
toseewhat it wasand my
cousinwaswrestlingwith
thecrook. When|
recognized who they were
| calledthepoliceand we
managedtoget him
arrested. My cousnsaid
he decideto comehome
early fromwork because
hehad abadfeeling. He
said, “| spotted the crook,
then bravely went after
him'”.

Even though wetried so
hard, and thingswasn't
going our way, wework
together to achieve our
goal and that waskeeping
thehouse sefe.

their birthdaysonthe day. They can awaysget two
presentsor more. | love Christmas. You can dwaysseea
lot of lights. Don’t you forget about the decorationsin
front of thehousesand onthetrees.



Roadrunner
By DurelleRed
Y MCA'sEducational
Services(YES!)

heroadrunner eats

fruitsandsmdl animds
such aslizardsand snakes
tohdpstay diveinthe
wild. Theroadrunner runs
at speeds of up to 15 mph.
Theroadrunner makes
rattling cooingcdls.

King Cake
By CorneataRichardson
Even Start Family Literacy

ing Cakes,
Soft, sweet and chewy,

Oh, how | loveKing
Cakes!

King Cakes

ew Orleans

weather can be
crazy. Oneday it could
behot, thenext day it
could becold.
Sometimesit could even
snow. But whenitrainsit
couldredly flood.
Inthesummertimeit
could besticky hot. | try
tostay insdewhereit’s
cool, but for all the
parentsout thereyou
know thekidsdon’tlike
that. Sowegotothe
park and sit under the
treewherethesunisnot
directly onus. Welike

round Christmas
eachyear, | dwayslove
tolistenand sng many
different Chrigmas
carols. Now, asa
parent, | still enjoy
hearing Chrisgmascarols.
But my favoritecarol is
Santa Clausis Coming
to Town.

Asachild hearing the
wordsto Santa Clausis
Coming to Town gave
methechills. | would
awaysget excitedwhen|
thought SantaClaus
knowswhen| am

By LeShonnaJohnson

snowballs. A snowbal isa
cup of groundicewitha
flavored syrup. Inthe
summertime, they cool us
off.

It can also snow. Last
year it snowed. Thesnow
wasso beautiful, | wanted
tocry. Thekidsand|
playedinthesnow dl day.
We made snowballsand
threw them at each other.
Eventhough | had gloves
onmy hands, my fingers
were so cold that |
couldn’'t fed anything, but
my kidsand | redly
enjoyed the snow.

Christmas Carols

By KatieBarrera
Even Start Family Literacy

deeping. Heknowswhen
| am awake. Heknows
when | am bad or good. |
thought SantaClauswas
like God, they both could
seewhatever | did.

Whilegrowing up, as
Christmasgrew near each
year my parentsand |
wouldsing Chrisimas
carols. Whilewedrove up
and down the streetsin our
car, admiring dl thehouses
litupwithavariety of
Chriggmaslights. But my
favorite songwe sang
together was Santa Claus
is Coming to Town.

Now as a parent,

New Orleans Weather

Incarnate Word L earning Center

Hereat home, it’'sbeen
raining for quiteafew days
now. On Saturday, it must
haverained for about three
hoursnonstop. It flooded
all overtheplace. I gotin
my car togoto my
mother-in-law’shouse. |
couldn’t get there. | went
up onestreet and had to
turnaround inthemiddle of
thestreet. That didn’t work
either. So | turned around
and went home.

After al that, it shome.
In spite of the bad wesather,
I wouldn'tliveanywhere
s

my childrenand | enjoy
snging Chrismascarols
together. | think my
children’sfavoritecarol is
thesameasmine. | dways
tell my kids, Santaknows
everythingthat youal do.
So you better not pout.
You better not cry. You
better benice. | amtelling
youwhy, and my children
alwayssay because Santa
Clausiscoming to town.
Allindl, I dolikemany
other Chrismascarols.
Butmy al timefavoriteis
Santa Clausis
coming to Town.



My Most
Memorable
Thanksgiving

By GloriaEverett
Even Start Family Literacy

think my most
memorable Thanksgiving
holiday wasin November,
2005. | had the happiest
day because my parents
cametovisitus. They
wereworried about us
because we had abad
experiencewith Hurricane
Katrina. They thought it
wasagood timeto stay
withus.

That wastheir first time
to celebratethisholiday
becauseinmy country we
do not havethistradition.
Wetold them about the
story and what it meant for
theAmerican. Wewere
invitedto celebrateinmy
friends house. My mom
helped me cook some
deliciousdishesfrom Peru
to sharewithmy friends.

Beforewe started to
enjoy themea, wehad a
minute of slenceto pray
for al the peoplewho
disappeared and lost
everything during Hurricane
Katrina. That moment was
sadfordl us.

| have not forgotten that
Thanksgivingwhenmy
parentsvisited us.

Roadrunner
By Richard Walker S.

YMCA'sEducationa Services(YES!)

erunsat speedsof up to 15mph.
Hekillslarger prey by beating it against arock and swallowing it whole.
Also, heiscalled a“ground cukoo.”

Heeatsfruit and small animalssuch aslizardsand snakes.

f I hadthe
opportunity toteach
someonesomething, |
would teach that person
how to play thevideo
game, Zelda:Ocarinaof
Time. | would show them
how to usethe controls. |
would teach them how to
read the main screen.
Then| wouldteachthe
player how tolovethe
game. Thesearethe
reasonswhy | would
teach someone how to
play “ZeldaOcarinaof
Time”

The controlsareone
of themost important
aspectsof thegame.The
gamer needsto know
how to control themain
character, Link. The
player must learn how to
control thehorse, and
know whento increase
the speedin her stride.
Thenthe person must

If | Could Teach...

By JorgeD. Aguillar

St Bernard Adult Education

learn how to equip and
unequipp itemsand
weapons. Thosearethe
reasons| would show
someone how to usethe
controls.

In*“Zelda: Ocarinaof
Time,” theplayer must
learn how toread the
main screen. Link’shedth
and magic meter are
displayed onthis
important screen. The
gamer must also know
howtoreacttoLink’s
fairy. Thenheor shemust
learn how toread the
map to understand where
Link isand wherehe
camefrom.Thesearethe
mainreasonswhy |
would show someone
how to read themain
screen.

Themost important
and necessary thing the
player must know ishow
tolovethegame. Thisis
becausethegamewill

present thegamer with
many obstacles,clues,and
hard tasksduring their
journey. Becausethe
gametakestimeand
dedication to complete.
Most importantly, the
player must have
patienceand
perseverance. Thoseare
just afew reasonswhy |
would teach someoneto
lovethegame.

These arethereasons
why | wouldteach
someone how to play
Zdda Ocarinaof Time.
They canlearn how to
usetheawesome
controls, learnhow to
read thecool main
screen, thenhow tolove
oneof the greatest games
ever made. Thesearethe
reasonswhy | would
teach someone how to
play Zelda:Orcarinaof
Time



That Which Doesn't Kill Us, Makes Us Stronger

nasmall towncaled

Winnie, Texas, therelived
thislittlegirl by thenameof
Samanthaand shewas 15
yearsold. Shehad just
learned that she had
leukemia. Sheknew that
her mom would become
hysterica when sheheard
the news, but thedoctors
hadto break it to her
gently. Oncethedoctors
told her momthe news, she
heard her mom crying and
that made her cry. Then
her mom cameintheroom
andtold her that everything
wasgoingtobealright.

About 2 months after
shewasdiagnosed she
started tolose her hair.
Shehad towear wigsand
hats, but shekept onliving
likearegular person. She
wastill goingto schoal,
still waspopular, and had a
lot of friends. She
continued to say her
prayersevery night and
read her Bible. Shewasin
chair, shewasontheyouth
committee, and shewas
involvedineverything.

Then oneday at school
shefetlight headed, but
sheignoredit and
continued walking and then
shefelt asharp pain shoot
through her wholebody,
and then shemadeittothe
bathroom and passed out
onthefloor. Shewas
down therefor about 45

By Dandl Banks

S. Bernard Adult Education

minutes before someone
went inand found her.
They called 911 and then
someonecalled her
mom. Shewasat the
hospital and they
informed her that the
leukemiawas spreading
and that shedidn’'t have
longtolive.

Immediately her mom
started screaming and
passed out. Shecrieda
little, looked upto
heaven, and said, “Lord
| know you arelistening.
| need you totakefull
control of thisgtuation
and | know that you are
goingtohandleit.”

Once her mom pulled
through, shetold her, “I
talked to God and |
know he'sgoing to take
careof it.” 2dayslater
shewasdischarged and
shewent hometo aparty
that wasgiven by her
family andfriends. The
doctor told her that she
only had 6 monthstolive
and that was upsetting
newsto her, but her faith
was so strong, shedidn’t
let that bother her or
stressher out. Samantha
kept on praying and
reading her Bible. One
night shehad adream
that God cameto her
andtold her, “For Your
fathfulnessand
dedication| amgoingto

spareyou and take away
your leukemia.”

About 2 weeks
later shewent back for
her daily check-up and
al theleukemiawas
gone. Her doctor and
thenursewereamazed
and all shecould say
was, “ Thank you Jesus.”
Her mom had tears
streaming down her face
and shejust kept saying,
“TheLordisgood.”
Sunday morning came
and the attended church
andtestimony timecame
around and shetold her
story and therewasnot a
dry eyeinthehouse.

Tenyearslater and
now a25 year old, she
graduated high school
andisincollege. Sheis
going to school to bea
pharmacist andisvery
passionateabout finding
acurefor cancer. One
day shemet thisboy
named Eric; hewasvery
cuteand she had acrush
onhim. Her friends
decided that they were
goingtotel himandshe
wouldn’t know anything
about it. It wasFriday
morning and Ericarrived
at school and when he
walked passed and
waved, sheblushed and
had abig smileon her
face. Her friend
Christianwaked upto
himand dipped himthe

note so shecouldn’t see.
Theother girlswere
gigglingandwhispering.
Lunchtimecame
around and Ericjust kept
smiling a her and she
would smileback and
put her head down.
School wasending and
they had thesamelast
period classand shewas
walking out, he stopped
her and asked her did
shewant to go out to
dinner Saturday night and
shesaid, “Sure’.

It was adate and she
caled up her friendsand
they all started screaming
and acting crazy. She
went tothemall to pick
out the perfect dressand
shegot her naillsdone,
hair done, and toesdone.
Shejust knew the night
wasgoing to be perfect.

Around 7:00 pm a
white car pulled up and
shewasdtill getting ready
and thedoor bell rung
and her mom answered,
hesaid“Goodnight
ma am. |sSamantha
ready?’ Her mom
replied, “Goodnight, let
mecall her foryou.” She
proceeded toyell for her
daughter and asshewas
getting ready to call out,
Samanthaappeared at
thetop of thestairsand
hismouth, and her
mom’smouth, dropped
amost to thefloor. She
looked stunningin her
littleblack dress, hair
doneup, and make up
onjust



looking too good for
words. Shewalked down
and he handed her on
singleroseand shetold her
mom*“Goodnight!” and
walked out the door. He
had madereservationsat
thisItalian restaurant and
thetablewasway inthe
back against thewall.
Therewere candlesonthe
table and abouquet of
rosesand onewasmissing
and that’sthe onehe had
given her when hecameto
pick her up. They ordered
their food and talked about
al kindsof stuff together
andthey really had anice
time

They took awalk on
the beach barefooted and
hesaid“Can| ask you
something?’ Shelooked at
himandsad, “ Anything.”
Hesaid, “How comeyou
don’'t haveaboyfriend?’
Shetook adeep breath,
looked at him and said,
“It'scomplicated, but if
you stick around long
enough, maybel will tell
you.” Andhejust smiled.

Around 10:30 pm he
took her home. Thepulled
up and hegot out and
opened her door and she
got out and hewalked he
tothefront door. They
gaveoneanother ahug and
went their separate ways.
Her momwassitting onthe
sofaand she asked her,
“How diditgo?’
Samanthalooked at her
mom, smiled, and said,
“He'saredly niceguy.”
Andwith that shetold her
mom goodnight and went

up to her room. Shelay
awakejust staring at the
cellingand smiling. Over
at hishouse, hewas
listening to hisiPod,
daydreamingand smiling.
Every night sincethe
first night they went out,
they wouldtalk onthe
phone 24-7 and they
wereaways

Situation and makesome
good comeout of it,
juststand back and | et
himwork. Hewill work
it out for the good.
Thewedding was set
for Vaentine sDay. She
went and picked out her
dressand everything. It
wasthenight beforethe

because shehascomea
mighty long way and not
oncedid Hegiveupon
her or leave her side.
Thisstory just means,
“That Which DoesNot
Kill Us, MakesUs
Stronger.”

together. 2years
had passed and
they weredill
dating, soshe

It was the night before the wedding and she
received aphone call that her fiancée had been
in atragic accident...

decidedtotel him
about theleukemiaand
had thislook on hisface
likeareyou serious.
They went and took a
walk on the beach and
he stopped her and
asked her, “Would you
domeafavor?’ She
sad, “What'sthat?’ he
sad, “Will youbemy
wife?’ Her eyesfilledup
withtearsand shesaid,
“Yes” Theringwasa
gold bandwithasolitaire
diamond. When shegot
home shetold her mom
the newsand her mom
wasscreaming louder
thanshewas. Thenshe
caled her friendsand
they werehysterica, they
werecryingand
everything. That nightas
shelay inbed, she
wondered what her life
would havebeenlikeif
shewould havejust
given up and not kept
her faithin God, she
would probably be dead.
But that goesto show
you how God cantakea
bad

wedding and she
recelved aphonecall that
her fiancéehad beenina
tragic accident and was
killedingtantly. It

knocked her to her knees

and shedidn’t know
what to do, so she asked
Godto pleasehelp her,
because shedidn’t know
how shewasgoingto
ded withthis. Hetold
her, “Thesameway you
dedt withyour leukemia,
takeit oneday at atime.”
Thefuneral wasvery
sad and Samanthatook it
very hard. 2 yearshad
passed and shewasstill
sad, but sherealized that
she had tomoveforward
and hewould have
wanted her to be happy
again. Shewasnot
ready to dateyet, but her
faithin God became
stronger than ever and it
aso made her stronger.
A coupleof yearsfrom
now shewill look back
and seedll thethingsthat
shehasbeen through and
just say thank you Lord,



The Greek New

Year

By CorneataRichardson
Even Start Family Literacy

n Greece, the Greek
peoplenot only celebrate
New Year’sDay, but they
celebrateavery specia
day caled &. BasiI’'sDay.
Hewasapriest at the
Greek Orthodox Church.
St. Basil wasagenerous
mantothepoor. Heis
thought to havedied on
New YearsDay.

New Year ismore
festiveand important tothe
Greeks. Itisevenmore
greater than Christmas.
New Yearsisthemain day
for gift givingfor Greek
people.

Accordingly tothe
Greeks, therearea so
many different dishesin
honor of St BasilsDay,
whichisNew Years, that
the Greeksloveto cook.
Someof thosedishesare
Kourabiedes, withis
shortbread, olive branches,
nuts and fresh saladstoped
withfetacheese. The
Greeksreally look forward
to thesedishesto
symbolize happinessand
wedlth.

Life Poems

By Studentsof
MsHegarty’s
Englishclassa
Frederick Douglass
High School, wherethe
Compassion Outreach
programislocated.

Untitled
By Michael Perry

ishyouwere
here. | wishyouwere
here becauseyou’ remy
father. | wishyouwere
here becauseyou | eft
me. | wishyouwere
here becausel cry at
timesbecausel love
you. | wishyouwere
hereto seethethingsl
do. | wishyouwere
hereto makemama
happy. | wishyouwere
heretosay | am proud
of youson. | wishyou
werehereheretosay |
loveyouson. | just
wishyouwerehere. |
loveyou.

Untitled

By KenishaDavis

don’t hateyou just
hatethethingsyoudo. |
wasto bemy mother
child, but I guess!’mnot
that good toyou. You
awaysseemto show me
different youwerenever
therewhen | need you at
my worst, sowhy should
| dlowyouinmy lifeat
the best. Way back
when | wasyoung |
though you wasthe best
mother ever, but now that
| seeyouwasnever
really therefor meyou
makemefed likel’'m
trapinamazewithno
way out thinking that you
wasgoingto saveme,
but | wait and wait until |
couldn’t wait no more.
Sometimes| wonder
wouldyou ever redlize
that your kidsloveyou
morethan man ever
would. Just thinking
back makesmewanna
cry, but why cry knowing
younot by mysdf telling
meit’ sgoing to be okay
or wemakeit through
thistogether. It'slikel’m
inarace, but not getting
nowhere. Everytimeyou
lie, but never tell thetruth
itfedslikel movingin
dow pace. Yeah| know
that they say peoplelieto
sparesomeonefedings,
but knowingyoulyingto
mel never beableto
finishthisrace.

Kloe
By Kahtrel Dowl

amapersonwith

pogitivethoughts, but
whoisthe personwho
letsthenegativetak?
| am aperson beautiful
and sweet, but whoisthe
personfull of the
negativity?
| amapersonwholiesin
thedark and getsonthe
phonejust to talk, but
whoisthepersonwhois
non-chaant and un-
friendly?Whoisthe
personfull of negativity?
| amapersonwho gives
adamn. | amaperson
who lendsahelping hand,
but whoisthepersonfull
of negtivity?
My alter ego speaksso
loud. Good gosh! It gets
worsewhenl’mina
crowd. Everyonewants
toknow whoisthe
personwiththenegativity
and wheredoes she
comefrom? | reply she
comesfromme. Because
| anthe personfilled with

negativity.



On-Lookers

By HoranceAnderson
Dedgado Community College

ey On-Lookers! Stop Looking at melikethat!

Hey On-Lookers! Stop turning your nose up when you see me on campus!

Hey On-Lookers! Stop Clutching your purseor wallet when | say Hi!

Hey On-Lookers! Stop passing judgment on me, just because you seethat guy in green following mearound!

Hey On-Lookers! | am hereto get an educationto better myself and situation, not to harm you or myself!

Hey On-Lookers! Stop looking and come over to the GED program and volunteer some of your timeand mind!

Hey On-Lookers! Therecovery and rebuild program start at D.C.C with meand you partner!

ThereisHope &

Love
By Marilyn Payne
Urban League Early Head
Start - Parent

hereisan eyethat
holdsyour tears;
aheart that holdsyour
preciousfear;
asmileto giveyou courage
and keep you strong;
There' sloveinsdeof me
to
hold your tearsin aspot so
deep;
There'sachildin between
looking
at thingsthat hurtshim but
Only knowingthis
shouldn’t be seen;
andthere’'saset of arms
waitingwhenever you
need
just comingfromme

Never Better Left Unsaid

wrotethisbecausel

don’t want you to keep
askingyoursdf the
“What I1f?7" question.
That usudly happens
whenyou keep
something bottled up
ingdeor you never listen
toyour firss mind. Then
when you hear about the
dudegetting married or
inaseriousrelationship,
you say “ shoot that could
havebeenme’.

| know that some of
you areafraid of
rejection, but you need
to start | etting these

By Dandll Banks
St. Bernard Adult Education

young men know how
youfed. | wouldrather
getit off my chest and let
him know how | fedl
then wait to hear about
himgettingmarried and
thensaying“What if |
would havesaid
something. .. that
could vebeenmeup at
thedtar.”

| would rather him
know my fedingsso
when | do hear about it |
couldsay at least | tried.
But you also never know
the outcome. Maybehe
iswaitingonyouto

makethefirst move,
because maybeheis
thinking that you arenot
interested. Someboys
areshy aswell. All I am
sayingisdon’'t ever put
yoursalf down or doubt
yourself. | wasthesame
way around dudesthat |
had feelingsfor, but asl
sl got older, | grew out
of it. Maybeyou need
towork onyour
confidence, butlove
yoursalf enough to know
that you can get
anybody you want.



Journal Article

By Constance Warren
New OrleansProviding Literacy for All Youth

How can you become
successful in life?

0 become successful
inlifeyoumust finish
school. Make surethat you
know exactly what you
want to beinlife. You must
make surethat you keep
up thegood work, and
never let anyone tell you
that you arenot going to
makeit. You must proveto
yourself that you can be
anything youwanttobein
life. | fed that youmust
continuetogoforwardin
life. Youmust achieveyour
godsinlife, and never give
up onyour dreams; that's

Theday you get your
G.E.D.,What areyour
plans?

fter | receivemy
GE.D., my plansareto
moveforwardinlife
making abetter lifefor
myself. | plantogoto
collegefor Culinary Arts.
| wouldliketodo
hospitality. | redly enjoy
baking cakesand
brownies; thatismy
favoritepart. | planto
makemy dreamscome
true. | can’twait until
that day comes. | would
alsoliketodo catering
for weddings. | would
liketodothat. | cannot

how you can become wait to start catering
successful inlife. Never parties. Now isthetime
giveup onyoursaf. to makethisdream come
true.
Apple
By CarolindaPolk
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pplesaregood to eat.
Applejely isgood on bread.
Applepieisgood onice cream.
They aregoodinasalad.

Applescanbered or green.
Therearemany kindsof apples.

Christmas

By LeShonnaJohnson
Incarnate Word Adult Learning Center

hrigmasisaloving,

caringtimeof theyear.
You shoulddways
spend Christmasday
withyour family, evenif
you havetotravel to
different family members
homes. You should set
asdeadl your
differences, becausethis
isalovingtimeof the
year. For example, my
husband and hisbrother
might not be speaking,
butl say, “ Sinceit’s
Chrisgmastime, invite
your brother for
Christmasand let
bygonesbebygones.”
We can give presentsto
our kidsand other family
members. They are
excited toreceivethem.

Shopping can be
stressful sometimes, but
tome, that’ stheexciting
part. | try to buy
everythingonmy kids
Christmaslist. That can
bevery expensive! For
instance, my son Devon,
he's13. Hehad onhis
Christmaslist aPS3. Of
course, weknow that's
$300alone! Andthenhe
wanted aMaddon 2010.
That’s$60. Now,
remember that | havesix

kids. At Christmastime,
my husband and | do all
the Christmas shopping
aone. That'ssomeaone
timefor meand him. We
goto so many different
storeslooking for
bargains. That redly
beats usdown, but we
enjoy every minuteof it.

| gainalot of extra
poundsat Christmas
timebecauseof al the
different kindsof food
wecook and eat. Firgt, |
get al my seasonings
together and | cut them
up. Thenl prepal my
food. Sometimes| prep
and my mother-in-law
cooks, and sometimes
vice-versa. Someof the
foodswe cook are:
stuffed bell peppers,
gumbo, cornbread
dressing, mustard
greens, baked macaronis
and potato salad. For
dessert we have sweet
potato pies, applepie,
pumpkin pie, Chrissmas
cookiesand cakes.
Now youseewhy | gain
somuchweight!

Family, shopping and
food aredl important
partsof Christmas.



A Specia
Holiday

By GloriaEverett
Even Start Family Literacy

f 1 could chooseto

celebrateawinter holiday,
| would liketo choose
Quebec, Canada.
Becausel think thisplace
isperfect for itsweather
and landscape. Alongwith
awhite scenery inawarm
cabin. I1twill betruly
different becausel never
stayedinaplacelikethis.

| would liketo get there
by contactingwithmy
husband’'sauntwhois
livingin Quebec. She
adwaysisinvitingusfor a
holiday. Infact,itisa
good reasontovist her.

Also, | wouldliketo go
withmy husband and kids
to enjoy aspecia holiday.
| would liketo seemy kids
playing, for example: with
thesnow, making
snowmen, angelsinthe
snow and drinking hot
chocolateinfront of a
chimney.

[t will beawonderful
and unforgotten
experience.

believeinthefull

legalization of samesex
marriage. Thereare
hundreds of thousands of
loving committed same
sex couplesall acrossthe
U.SA. Many of these
coupleswant and
deservetheright to
marry. Same sex
couplesthat want to be
married and havetheir
unionfully recognized are
unableto do soinmost
partsof theU.S. Atthis
timethelawsof most
stateseither do not allow
for or explicitly prohibit
samesex marriage.

Legalization of same
sex marriagewould
benefit thousands of
children. Many children
arebeing raised by same
sex couples. The
availability of marriage
would alow these
childrentogrow upina
legdly protected, secure
and committed
household. Surely no
one can doubt that
children of asecureand

Benefits of Equality

By Jesse St. Croix
St. Bernard Adult Education

happily married couple
will farebetter inlife. It
seemstomethat all
childrendeservethis
equal opportunity,
currently afforded only to
children of opposite sex
couples.

Children of same sex
married coupleswould
a so benefitinanumber
of other ways. Of
course, they would have
better accessto hedlth
insurancefrom either of
their legal parents. It
doesnot end there
however. Intheevent of
thedeath of either parent
the custody of the
childrenwould be
assuredtothesurviving
parent, addingtolong
term security for children
and parentsalike. The
list of benefitsto children
goesonandon.

Of coursethe same
sex couplesthemsalves
would a so benefit
enormoudly. Thereare
well over 1,000 federal
rightsand responsibilities

that arenot availableto
same sex couples. They
aresmply not alegdly
protected option to same
sex couples. These
rangefromsmplyfiling
as“married” ontax forms
tofar more complicated
issuessuch asrightsof
survivorshipand
inheritance. Inajustand
equal society these
marita rightsshould be
availabletodl whowish
to bemarried.

Samesex marriageis
currently not legal or
protected in 44 out of 50
dtates. Initiativesfor and
againgt areontheballots
inmany states. Itismy
strong opinionthat
marriage should bean
equal opportunity to any
couplewishingto enter
intotheingtitution of
marriage. Itismy hope
that more statesand the
federa government will
accept and embrace
samesex marriage. True
equality isfor everyone
toenjoy.



f1 had the opportunity

to teach something |
knew to someoneelse,
thenI’dteach aclasson
how to rap. Rappingis
bas cally amusica form of
poetry, whereyou express
your emotions, but toan
instrument. Teaching
someoneto rapwould bea
hardtask, butitisn’t
impossible. Whenit comes
torappingyourely on
threethings: flow, delivery,
andlyrics. If someonecan
takecriticismwell and
follow my ingtructionsthen
they canlearntorap.

First, | would work
onthefluency and flow of
thelyrics, becauseif the
lyricsaren’t fluid thenthey
can not be rapped.
Lyricdly, | would stressthe
useof interna and multi
rhymeschemes. Theseare
al thingsthat improvethe
fluency of lyrics. After
advancingther rhyme
schemel would work on
adding substancetothe
lyrics, becauseno one
wantsto hear a
performance about nothing.
Thesefew steps, along
withtime, should help
progresslyrical abilities.

Theddivery of
flow andlyricsdetermine
what peoplethink about a
song. Ddlivery isal about
confidence; if someone
isvtintotheir musicthen
noonedsewill likeit

If | Could Teach...

ByFarre | Giner
S. Bernard Adult Education

either. | would helpwith
pronouncing wordsand
flowingthemwiththe
utmost confidence. Any
personwhoisrapping
needsto beloud and
havetheir lyrics
memorized, because
knowingthelyricsisthe
number onekey toa
great delivery.
Improving ddiveryis
probably the hardest
stepintermsof rapping,
butit'sasothemost
important step.

Oncesomeone
islyricaly equipped and
confident withddlivery,
it'stimetowork on
flowing. Howingis
probably the hardest
part to improve because
it'sthemost natura part
of rapping. Itispossible
toimproveyour flow but
if thereisno senseof
rhythm on the beat then
itwill behardtolearn
how toflow. Basically,
flowingisthecons stent
rhyming totherhythm of
thebeat; it'swhat
attractsthe earsof the
audience. Flow pretty
much comesover time,
soitisuptotherapper
to practicewith
repetitionthenthey will
continuetoimprovetheir
ills

Rapping may
not bethe easiest or
most convenient subject

toteach butit'svery
interesting and possible
tolearn. Oncethethree
basi ¢ concepts of
rapping have been
mastered, the ability to
expressand channel
emotionsover any
instrument hasbeen
earned. I'veonly been
rapping for ayear and
I'vecomealong way
fromwhen| started. |
think | couldteach
anyonewithvoca
chordstorap, but only if
they truly havethedesire
to do so.
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