President Obama has recommended elimination of the Even Start Family Literacy Program due to the program’s ineffectiveness according to OMB-Part Performance Rating.  Below are statistics regarding performance from Even Start, Adult Education and Head Start.

 Additional factors must also be noted concerning the difference in programs.
1. Even Start is the only program that mandates parent participation in Adult Literacy, Parent and Child Interactive Literacy Activities and Parenting Education.  Head Start does not mandate parent participation.
2. Even Start is the only Family Literacy Program that provides services for families with children birth to seven years of age.

3. Even Start mandates year round services.  Head Start does not.
4. Even Start mandates home-based instruction.  Head Start does not.
5. Even Start mandates integration of early childhood education, adult literacy, and parenting education into a unified family literacy program.
Performance
	Program Year
	Even Start
	Head Start
	Adult Education

	Percentage of Adults showing significant learning gains (according to the National Reporting System) on measures of Literacy and/or English Language Acquisition, as measured by TABE or CASAS.

	FY 2005
	Target = 71.4%
Actual = 63.8%
	Does NOT mandate parent participation even if they lack a high school diploma
	Target = 43.5%
Actual = 38.5%

	FY 2006
	Target = 72.1%

Actual = 66.3%
	Does NOT mandate parent participation even if they lack a high school diploma
	Target = 38.5%

Actual = 38.0%

	FY 2007
	Target = 70.9%

Actual = 68.4%
	Does NOT mandate parent participation even if they lack a high school diploma
	Target = 41.0%

Actual = 38.5%


	Program Year
	Even Start
	Head Start
	Adult Education

	Percentage of Adults with a high school completion goal who earned a high school diploma or General Equivalency Development (GED) Diploma

	FY 2005
	Target = 52.6%

Actual = 52.6%
	Does NOT mandate parent participation even if they lack a high school diploma
	Target = 46.0%

Actual = 51.0%

	FY 2006
	Target = 53.1%

Actual = 52.5%
	Does NOT mandate parent participation even if they lack a high school diploma
	Target = 46.0%

Actual = 49.0%

	FY 2007
	Target = 53.1%

Actual = 51.0%
	Does NOT mandate parent participation even if they lack a high school diploma
	Target = 52.0%

Actual = 59.0%


	Program Year
	Even Start
	Head Start
	Adult Education

	Percentage of preschool-aged children who achieve significant gains in oral language skills as measured by the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test – III (PPVT –III).

	FY 2005
	Target = 83.7%

Actual = 79.8%
	Target = Baseline

Actual = 52.0%
	Not Measured

	FY 2006
	Target = 84.6%

Actual = 75.3%
	Target = 54.0%

Actual = Unable to locate
	Not Measured

	FY 2007
	Target = 84.6%

Actual = 75.0%
	Target = 56.0%

Actual = Unable to locate
	Not Measured


	Program Year
	Even Start
	Head Start
	Adult Education

	The number of letters children can identify as measured by the Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS) Pre-K Uppercase Letter Naming Subtask.

	FY 2006
	Target = Baseline

Actual = 15 letters
	Target = 94.0%

Actual = 94.0%
	Not Measured

	FY 2007
	Target = 16 letters

Actual = 16 letters
	Target = 96.0%

Actual = Unable to locate
	Not Measured

	FY 2008
	Target = 17 letters

Actual = TBD
	Target = 97.0%

Actual = Unable to locate
	Not Measured


	Program Year
	Even Start
	Head Start
	Adult Education

	Percentage of parents who show improvement on measures of parental support for children’s learning in the home, school environment, or through literacy activities as measured by the Parent Education Profile (PEP).

	FY 2006
	Target = Baseline

Actual = 70.0%
	Parents are not mandated to participate
	Not Measured

	FY 2007
	Target = 72.0%

Actual = 76.0%
	Parents are not mandated to participate
	Not Measured

	FY 2007
	Target = 74.0%

Actual = TBD
	Parents are not mandated to participate
	Not Measured


	Program Year
	Even Start
	Head Start
	Adult Education

	Family participation in home-based instruction. 

	FY 2006
	Target = 83.7%

Actual = 79.8%
	Target = Baseline

Actual = 52.0%
	Not Measured

	FY 2007
	Target = 84.6%

Actual = 75.3%
	Target = 54.0%

Actual = Unable to locate
	Not Measured

	FY 2008
	Target = 84.6%

Actual = 75.0%
	Target = 56.0%

Actual = Unable to locate
	Not Measured


	OMB-PART Performance Rating
	Even Start

Ineffective
	Head Start

Moderately Effective
	Adult Education

Effective


Notations:

I. PART does not measure the NRS literacy levels equally between Even Start and Adult Education as it relates to traditional ABE/ASE levels and English language acquisition levels; therefore, the adult education indicators reported above are listed as the combined target/actual percentages of both levels.

II. PART does not measure the goal of completion for High School Diploma or General Equivalency Development (GED) Diploma equally between Even Start and Adult Education; therefore, the Even Start indicators reported above are listed as combined target/actual percentages of both goals.

Source of Information:

Obtained directly from Federal Legislation and Policies and the Federal Government Program Assessment Rating Tool (PART) information (as of May 22, 2009) through the following web sites:

· http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/expectmore/detail/10000186.2002.html (Even Start Assessment)
· http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/expectmore/detail/10000180.2006.html (Adult Education State Grants Assessment)
· http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/expectmore/detail/10000264.2006.html (Head Start Assessment)
· http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg6.html (Even Start Family Literacy Program Legislation-Department of Education)
· http://www.hhs.gov/headstart/ (Head Start Legislation – Department of Health and Human Services)

· http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/legisindex.html?src=rt (Office of Vocational and Adult Education – Department of Education)

Information compiled by:

T. Lane Hayes, Family Literacy Specialist, Jefferson Parish Even Start Family Literacy Program (JPPSS), Marrero, Louisiana 
www.nolafamlit.org 
